Making a Chinese Braid on the Karakumidai

Introduction

During a recent Braid Society See and Share dayriddaabout this Chinese Braid. | found it in “The basic book of
Fingerweaving” by Ester Warner Dendel, 1974, ISBN 0 17 14903%8.braid has a repeating diamond pattern and thus
resembles a simple karakumi braid (karakumi means &hibraid) — although structurally it is different. Irstd a

sample using finger weaving. | then decided to completbrtiid on the karakumidai. | present below my workinghoet

The instructions treat the karakumidai as a large kumatbraiding disk. | refer to the gaps between thelkarddai pegs
as “slots” and number these F1 to F26 (front, numbdring left to fight), L1 to L26 (left, numbering fromdnt to back)
and R1 to R26 (right, numbering from front to back). Seyfam below. As with braiding disks instructionserefnly to
the slots (i.e. the thread in slot A must be moveddbBy.

Setup

The completed setup is shown in the diagram belowthiéowarp, you will require 8 lengths of yarn. Each lengthukhat
least 3 times the length of the required braid plusadliowances end tassel. The suggested colour schehtequiire 2
lengths of éark colour (e.g. black), 4 lengths ofad colour (e.g. red) and 2 lengths df eght colour (e.g. yellow).

Thread a length of yarn through both eyes of a double eyitenf@e a length of thin dowel with a hole in either effd.
yarn into a loop, pass loop through braid clamp and hangpegsrat back of the karakumidai. Attach mid point of each
warp yarn to double eye needle using a lark’s head knop Wans should be attached in the ortéi. M DD M L M.
Attach bobbin to each end of each warp yarn. Arrange intrfkarakumidai slots as follows:

M to L10O,M to L9, L to L8,L to L7,M to L6,M to L5
D to FOD to F11,D to F16D to F18
M to R5,M to R6,L to R7,L to R§,M to ROM to R10
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Braiding Instructions

Step 1 — Weave dark warps

Weave F16 over F11, under F9 to F3. Weave F18 under F11, ot®@FB9
Move F11 to F24. Move F9 to F22.

Step 2 — Weave dark through left mid and light

Make shed over L5, under L6, over L7, under L8, over L9, undlér L
Pass F3 through shed to L21. Pass F5 through shed to L20.

Step 3 — Weave dark through right mid and light

Make shed over R5, under R6, over R7, under R8, over R9, utt@er R
Pass F24 through shed to R21. Pass F22 through shed to R20.

Step 4 — Readjust left hand side

Move L9 to L18. Move L7 to L17. Move L5 to L16.
Move L10 to L14. Move L8 to L13. Move L6 to L12.

Step 5 — Readjust right hand side

Move R9 to R18. Move R7 to R17. Move R5 to R16.
Move R10 to R14. Move R8 to R13. Move R6 to R12.

Step 6 — Cross mid and light warps

Move R12 to L9. Move R13to L7. Move R14 to L5.
Move L12 to R9. Move L13to R7. Move L14 to R5.
Move R16 to L10. Move R17 to L8. Move R18 to L6.
Move L16 to R10. Move L17 to R8. Move L18 to R6.

Step 7 — Tension dark warps
Pull to tension R21, then R20, then L21 then L20.

Step 8 — Weave dark through left mid and light

Make shed under L5, over L6, under L7, over L8, under L9, loi@r (Note — this is the opposite shed
to that of step 2).
Pass L20 through shed to F11. Pass L21 through shed to F9.

Step 9 — Weave dark through right mid and light

Make shed under R5, over R6, under R7, over R8, under R9R&®e(Note — this is the opposite
shed to that of step 3).
Pass R20 through shed to F16. Pass L21 through shed to F18.

Step 10 — Tension Braid

Pull to tension R10, then R9, then R8, then R7, thenHe®, R5.
Pull to tension L10, then L9, then L8, then L7, then béntL5.
Pull to tension F9, then F11, then F16, then F18.

Repeat from Step 1
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